Congressman Pomeroy:

Welcome and thank you all for joining us.  I am Congressman Earl Pomeroy, and I represent North Dakota in the House of Representatives.  On behalf of our state I want to say that we are so particularly pleased our national congressional leaders could join us for this occasion:  Speaker Dennis Hastert, Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, and Senate Democratic Leader Tom Daschle.  You are so incredibly busy; yet you have honored us with your presence, and we really appreciate it.  This ceremony represents the presentation of the second statue on behalf of North Dakota to the United States Capitol.  It comes decades after we presented our first statue, that of Governor “Honest John” Burke, so it is particularly appropriate we have two of Governor Burke’s granddaughters here with us, including one—Mary Burke Anderson—who was at the unveiling of the other statue forty years ago this year.  


The statue we present today is a magnificent rendering of Sakakawea, a member of the historic Lewis and Clark Expedition two hundred years ago.  This day has been years in the making and has been quite a journey for Sakakawea, but we know she doesn’t mind long and arduous trips.  There are many reasons why we found her to be perfect historic figure to represent North Dakota in these hallowed halls of the Capitol.  First, Sakakawea was someone who lived on our northern prairie and who made a contribution to history significant at the time and who continues to fascinate us all this many years later as we learn the details.  Just imagine, she was only seventeen years old, had an eleven-month-old infant on her back, a forty-year-old, unremarkable husband underfoot, and she set off with the Lewis and Clark Expedition—the only woman to be included in an expedition that had only danger and hardship as its certainties.  She was there because her husband was hired as the guide, but it was Sakakawea who made the indispensable contributions to the journey.  She served as a navigator, interpreter, resourceful problem solver, and a beacon of peace to the Native Americans they encountered on their expedition.  


The second reason we have advanced Sakakawea for our statue is that she continues to serve as a beacon of peace today.  The history of the relations between Native Americans of the rolling prairies of what is now North Dakota and all who have come thereafter has been predominantly one of peace, cooperation, and community, just as Lewis and Clark found when they set up camp on the banks of the Missouri River one hundred and ninety-nine years ago this winter.  One hundred and fifty days would pass before the Corps of Discovery would break camp and resume their expedition, and many believe that but for the hunting, fishing, navigation, and survival skills they acquired from their friends in the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara tribes, they would not have survived the journey ahead of them.  Today the cooperation continues, and North Dakota’s leaders work with Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara leaders to create jobs and advance the issues before us, including a spectacular celebration of the Lewis and Clark bicentennial.  It would be wrong at a time like this to put in a crass tourism promotion plug, but let me tell you, we have the history, we have two signature events, and there is going to be no place better to celebrate the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedition than North Dakota.


We know that the statue that we present today will stand the test of time because it already has.  The statue is an identical rendering of a statue created nearly one hundred years ago by an artist named Leonard Crunelle, whose model was none other than the granddaughter of Sakakawea herself, a beautiful Hidatsa woman known by the name Mink Woman.  Money for the original statue was raised in a drive that enlisted pennies from schoolchildren all across the state, and the statue has graced the state capitol grounds in Bismarck since 1910.  It provided me with the idea of having an identical rendering representing North Dakota here for our second statue, and how very fitting that the Women’s Federation once again would play a role in enlisting the pennies from schoolchildren another time so that this statue became possible. Some day, sixty or seventy years from now, some of these very schoolchildren that pitched their pennies into the pot will be telling their grandchildren or great-grandchildren, when they visit the Capitol and see Sakakawea, of their role in this creation.  


In closing, there are a few who must be acknowledged because of their efforts were so important to make this great day possible.  Dave Borlaug and Jim Fuglie, thank you for spearheading the effort to create this idea into a reality.  I thank my staff who have worked so long and hard on it, especially Tracey Gross, now on Senator Conrad’s staff, Gail Skaley, Ross Keys, Mac Schneider, Erica Schaible, and Kelly Craighead.  


We are so very grateful to Speaker Hastert’s office for working with us on the event, especially Rachel Perry and Cristy Supernaut.  The statue we present is on behalf of the State of North Dakota, but it is funded entirely by private dollars and we are so grateful to each of the donors.  I want to acknowledge especially former Congressman and Governor Arthur Link who, along with his wife Grace, made the first significant bequest and got this rolling.  Special thanks also to Chairman Tex Hall who, along with the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation, made a very significant contribution; Joe and Florence Hauer; Ralph and Betty Engelstad; Terry Rockstad of Dan’s Supermarkets; Marijo Shide and Avis Van Wechel, spearheading the effort for the Federation of Women’s Clubs.  The State Historical Society of North Dakota has done so much to enlist the interest and excitement of North Dakota in Sakakawea and in the statue project, so special thanks to Merl Paaverud and his dedicated staff.  Thank you also to Governor John Hoeven, to my colleagues, Senator Dorgan and Senator Conrad, for their enthusiastic support at every step of the way with this project.  Last but certainly not least, Tom Bollinger, North Dakota native and talented artist who commissioned the work and made the beautiful rendering that we will soon see, thank you for your work.  We know it was a labor of love.  


After the Lewis and Clark Expedition had been concluded, Captain Clark wrote of the young Indian woman who played such a surprisingly important role on their trip, she, “deserved a greater reward for her attention and services on that route than we have the power to give her.”  Today we are pleased to help Captain Clark in providing this honor as today we present to the Capitol a statue of this remarkable woman.  May she grace these halls for years and years to come and inspire those who look upon her even as our nation celebrates the three hundredth or four hundredth anniversary of the exposition of the Discovery of the Corps of Discovery.  Thank you very much.  


I am now pleased to present Chairman Tex Hall, Chairman of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation.  

